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About  Our Center

The Center for Healthcare Equit y in Kidney 
Disease (CHEK-D) is focused on developing and 
support ing scient ists and clinicians in research to 
reduce and eliminate d isparit ies in health 
processes and outcomes related to kidney d isease. 
We partner w ith dedicated facult y, staff and 
community leaders on projects to increase 
healthcare equit y in underserved, d iverse 
populat ions. We align our vision w ith UNM HSC?s 
mission for equit y and qualit y improvement  by 
expanding kidney d isease clinical t reatment  
opt ions for vulnerable groups. We are also 
commit ted to st rengthening the UNM HSC?s 
internal research infrast ructure through 
campus-w ide collaborat ion, professional 
development , and mentoring a p ipeline of minorit y 
t rainees through undergraduate, graduate, medical 
educat ion, and early career facult y. We provide 
community out reach to local middle and high 
schoolers to encourage pursuit  of educat ion and 
careers in mathemat ics and stat ist ics.

Meet  Our New  Team Member

Dr. Miriam Vélez-Bermúdez completed her PhD 

in Health Psychology from Universit y of Iowa in 
20 22 follow ing complet ion of her MPH in 
Community and Behavioral Health (20 20 ) and 

graduate cert if icate in b iostat ist ics (20 21). Her 
previous work focused on t reatment  

decision-making in chronic kidney d isease (CKD), 
which led her to invest igat ing and addressing 
health inequit ies among underrepresented racial 

and ethnic minorit ies w ith CKD. She was recent ly 
awarded a T32 Fellowship in the Cardiovascular 

Research Training Program (CRTP) d irected by 
Dr. Tom Resta.

Welcome to t he 20 23 CHEK-D newslet ter!  Our 20 22 was f i l led  w it h excit ing  work 
and accomplishments. Please enjoy our latest  newslet ter w it h updates to our 
p ro ject s, mentees and core team.  Please feel f ree to contact  any of  our team 

members for quest ions or ideas on new  collaborat ions.

1 Universit y of New  Mexico 
MSC0 4 2785
Albuquerque, NM 87131
(50 5) 272-6144

Collaborate w it h CHEK-D
Associate Director: Nila Judd
njudd@salud.unm.edu
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Miriam Vélez-Bermúdez, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow : 

https://hsc.unm.edu/research/centers-programs/chek-d/


20 22 Event  Highlight s 

- On April 30 , 20 22, Dr. Myaskovsky delivered an invited  
presentat ion ent it led  ?Nat ive American Kidney Healt h Equit y? 
during  a panel focused on Achieving  Healt h Equit y in Kidney 
Care at  KIDNEYcon 20 22. KIDNEYcon is an educat ional 
meet ing  for nephro log ist s, fellowsand resident s w it h a focus 
on hands-on workshops and collaborat ive research. It  serves 
as a p lat form for nephro log ist s and medicine t rainees to 
interact  w it h each other and expert s f rom across t he nat ion 
and learn about  and d iscuss recent  advancements in t he 
d iagnosis and t reatment  of  kidney d isease.

Publicat ions and Presentat ions Click on each box for a link to the paper

DeBlasio RN, Myaskovsky L, DiMartini AF, Croswell E, Posluszny DM, Puttarajappa C, 
Switzer GE, Shapiro R, DeVito Dabbs AJ, Tevar AD, Hariharan S, Dew MA. The Combined 
Roles of  Race/ Ethnicit y and Substance Use in Pred ict ing  Likelihood of  Kidney 
Transp lantat ion. Transplantation. 20 22 Apr 1;10 6(4):e219-e233. doi: 
10 .10 97/ TP.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 54. PMID: 35135973; PMCID: PMC9169160

 
Rice CM, Singh PP, Judd NS, Jimenez EY Dr, Blair CK, Washburn A, Calvin C, Steiber A Dr, Zhu Y, 
Argyropoulos C, Unruh M, Dew MA, Myaskovsky L. Protocol for t he IMPACT Trial: Improving  Healt hcare 
Outcomes in American Transp lant  Recip ient s Using  Cult urally-Tailored  Novel Technology. J Ren Nutr. 
20 22 May;32(3):e1-e12. doi: 10 .10 53/ j.jrn.20 22.0 2.0 0 4. Epub 20 22 Feb 25. PMID: 35227873; PMCID: 
PMC90 58226

Swift SL, Leyva Y, Wang S, Chang CH, Dew MA, Shapiro R, Unruh M, Kendall K, Croswell E, 
Peipert JD, Myaskovsky L. Are cult ural or psychosocial factors associated  w it h 
pat ient -reported  outcomes at  t he conclusion of  kidney t ransp lant  evaluat ion? Clin 
Transplant. 20 22 Nov;36(11):e14796. doi: 10 .1111/ ctr.14796. Epub 20 22 Aug 31. PMID: 
359880 25; PMCID: PMC977210 3

Loor JM, Judd NS, Rice CM, Perea DD, Croswell E, Singh PP, Unruh M, Zhu Y, Sehgal AR, Goff SL, Bryce 
CL, Myaskovsky L. Protocol for t he AKT-MP t rial: Access to Kidney Transp lantat ion in Minorit y 
Populat ions. Contemp Clin Trials Commun. 20 22 Oct 4;30 :10 10 15. doi: 10 .10 16/ j.conctc.20 22.10 10 15. PMID: 
36246997; PMCID: PMC9562954

Dr. Myaskovsky part nered w it h co lleagues, Drs. Lil ia Cervantes f rom the Universit y of  
Colorado, John Steiner f rom Kaiser Inst it ute for Healt h Research, and Bruce Rob inson f rom 
the Arbor Research Collaborat ive for Healt h, on a perspect ive p iece for t he Journal o f  t he 
American Societ y of  Nephrology (JASN). The perspect ive d iscusses how  communit y healt h 
workers? lay non-medical ind iv iduals who are t rusted  and  share t he l ived  experience and 
characterist ics of  t he communit y t hey  serve? can help  reduce kidney healt h d isparit ies for 
racial and ethnic minorit ies and peop le who experience povert y.

Cervantes L, Robinson BM, Steiner JF, Myaskovsky L. Culturally Concordant Community-Health Workers: Building Sustainable Community-Based 
Interventions that Eliminate Kidney Health Disparities. J Am Soc Nephrol. 20 22 Jul;33(7):1252-1254. doi: 10 .1681/ASN.20 220 30 319. Epub 20 22 
Apr 26. PMID: 354740 23; PMCID: PMC9257810

- From 20 21 t hrough 20 22, Dr. Myaskovsky, served on an expert  panel for t he Milken Inst it ute 
Center for Pub lic Healt h. That  work led  to a new ly-released report  ent it led , Chronic Kidney 
Disease: Find ing  a Path to Prevent ion, Earlier Detect ion, and Management .

Endo ECHO Secondary Analysis for Kidney 
ECHO Proposal 

Pro ject s new ly-funded by Dialysis Clinic, Inc. in 20 22:
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The follow ing is a list  of projects on which our team 
members are current ly engaged:

- Improving  Healt hcare Outcomes in American 
Ind ian and Hispanic Transp lant  Recip ient s Using  
Cult urally-Tailored  Novel Technology ( IMPACT) ? 
funded by Dialysis Clinic, Inc.:
Test ing the feasib ilit y and acceptabilit y of a 
culturally-appropriate, mult i-behavior lifestyle 
intervent ion for kidney t ransplant  recip ients. 
Status: Data collect ion is complete and analyses 
are underway. 

- Access to Kidney Transp lantat ion in Minorit y 
Populat ions (AKT-MP) ? funded by t he Nat ional 
Inst it ute on Minorit y Healt h and Healt h 
Disparit ies:
Compare the eff icacy and cost - effect iveness of 
two approaches to help pat ients overcome 
barriers to complet ing t ransplant  evaluat ion and 
receiving a kidney t ransplant : a st reamlined 
evaluat ion process versus a peer-assisted 
evaluat ion program. Status: We hit  the one-year 
anniversary of study recruitment ! Current ly, we 
have more than 10 0  pat ients randomized to the 
two study arms.

- Neighborhood Built  Environment  and Racial 
Disparit ies in Chronic Kidney Disease ? funded 
by t he Nat ional Inst it ute of  Diabetes and 
Digest ive and Kidney Diseases:
This study w ill use geocoding to evaluate the role 
of the built  environment , including neighborhood 
healthy food access, neighborhood walkabilit y, 
and neighborhood racial segregat ion on kidney 
d isease. Status: We completed data coding and 
have begun data analyses. 

Ongoing CHEK-D Project s

We are conduct ing a secondary data analysis to test  
the impact  of the Endocrinology ECHO intervent ion 
on key card iorenal risk factors:  HbA1c, systolic and 
d iastolic b lood pressure, lip ids ( i.e., total cholesterol, 
LDL, HDL, t rig lycerides), urine microalbumin, and 
serum creat inine. We completed data cleaning, 
organizing and prelim inary analyses and submit ted a 
compet it ive abst ract  to the annual conference of the 
American Diabetes Associat ion. The manuscrip t  is 
current ly in progress, and our target  journal is 
Diabetes Care.

This study w ill compare outcomes and costs of kidney 
t ransplantat ion between undocumented immigrants 
and U.S. cit izens. We w ill collect  data on pat ient  and 
graft  survival, t ime to t ransplant  from t ime p laced on 
wait list , and t ime from kidney failure d iagnosis to 
referral for t ransplant . A lso, we w ill compare costs of 
kidney t ransplantat ion in undocumented immigrants 
and U.S. cit izens recip ients and an analysis of the cost  
of t ransplantat ion vs. provid ing ongoing maintenance 
d ialysis in undocumented immigrants. 

Endo ECHO Secondary Analysis for Kidney 
ECHO Proposal 

Comparing  Kidney Transp lantat ion Outcomes in 
Undocumented Immigrant s and US Cit izens 

Pro ject s new ly-funded by Dialysis Clinic, Inc. in 20 22:



Miria Kano, PhD: Assist ant  Professor, 
Department  of  Internal Med icine, 
Div ision of  Ep idemiology, Biostat ist ics, 
and Prevent ive Med icine

Jamie Krashin, MD, MSCR: 
Assist ant  Professor, Department  
of  Obstet rics and Gynecology

Dr. Myaskovsky worked w ith Dr. Miria Kano and 
colleagues to submit  an R0 1 ent it led, ?Addressing 
Mult ilevel Challenges to Improve Sexual and Gender 
Minorit y Cancer Care (ACT on SGM Cancer Care)? to 
the Nat ional Inst itutes of Minorit y Health and Health 
Disparit ies. The project  goals are to conduct  an 
exploratory, mult iphase, mixed-methods study, guided 
by ecological theory and the Implementat ion of 
Change Model, to (a)  assess organizat ional at t ributes 
and staff at t it udes relevant  to SGM cancer care at  f ive 
Nat ional Cancer Inst itute (NCI)  designated cancer 
centers; (b)  document  pat ient  and caregiver 
perspect ives on cancer and survivorship care through 
QoL surveys and in-depth qualitat ive interviews; and 
(c)  develop a toolkit  for NCI Cancer Centers to 
improve SGM-centered cancer care. 

Dr. Jamie Krashin received a KL2 award in July, 20 22 from 
the UNM Clinical and Translat ional Science Center (CTSC).  
Dr. Myaskovsky serves as her primary mentor.  The KL2 is 
a f ive-year Mentored Career Development  Award funded 
by the Nat ional Center for Advancing Translat ional 
Science. The KL2 combines d idact ic t raining, mentoring, 
exposure to mult id iscip linary research, and ongoing 
evaluat ion to prepare young invest igators for careers in 
t ranslat ional research. The award prepares junior facult y 
to achieve research independence. Dr. Krashin?s project  
ent it led, ?Addressing Disparit ies in Early Pregnancy Loss? 
is off to a great  start , and she has already submit ted 
several papers and p ilot  proposals.

In October, 20 22, Drs. Myaskovsky and Krashin also 
collaborated on an administ rat ive supplement  submission 
to the Nat ional Inst itute of General Medicine Research 
ent it led, ?Rural Early Pregnancy-Epidemiology of 
Complicat ions (REP-EC)? in response to NOT-GM-22-0 0 5: 
Not ice of Special Interest  (NOSI): Administ rat ive 
Supplements for Research on Women?s Health in the 
IDeA States. This project  w ill determine the prevalence of 
abnormal early pregnancy d iagnoses, complicat ions and 
miscarriage management , and assess their racial/ ethnic 
and rural d isparit ies in New  Mexico.  

Dr. Naomi George was awarded the inaugural UNM 
Emergency Medicine Clinical Scholars Award, grant ing her 
50 % protected research t ime to develop a future mentored 
career development  award, and init iate her path as an 
independent  clinician researcher focused on the intersect ion 
of palliat ive care and health equit y in the ICU, emphasizing 
community engaged research and implementat ion science. 
Her career development  award w ill be t it led, ?Developing a 
Social Needs Screening Tool to Improve Pat ient  and Family 
Outcomes in Intensive Care,? and she is current ly a f inalist  for 
the UNM CTSC KL2 Scholars Program. Dr. Myaskovsky serves 
as her primary mentor.

Collaborator Updates

In add it ion to t he research pro ject s run out  of  CHEK-D 
focused on kidney d isease, we t ake great  p ride in 
mentoring  and collaborat ing  w it h junior facult y on t heir 
healt h equit y p ro ject s focused on other vulnerab le clinical 
populat ions. In t his sect ion, we spot light  t hese out stand ing  
facult y and t heir cut t ing-edge research.

Naomi George, MD, MPH: 
Assist ant  Professor, Department  of  
Emergency Med icine

Dr. Margaret  Greenwood-Ericksen submit ted a K0 8 
applicat ion ent it led, ?Improving Rural Mental Health Equit y 
Through Medicaid Policy Evaluat ion? to the Agency for 
Healthcare Research and Qualit y (AHRQ).  The object ive of Dr. 
Greenwood-Ericksen?s career development  award is to 
develop a detailed, state-based study measuring the 
effect iveness of New  Mexico Medicaid?s A lternat ive Payment  
Model (APM) as an intervent ion in rural and 
under-represented minorit y communit ies and scaling these 
f ind ings nat ionally through a Technical Expert  Panel who w ill 
ident ify key measures for inclusion in Medicaid policy analysis. 
This work w ill lay the foundat ion for mult istate comparisons to 
prospect ively test  the impact  of Medicaid policy intervent ions 
on rural mental health outcomes. Dr. Greenwood-Ericksen 
received an outstanding score on her proposal, and is 
await ing her Not ice of Award from AHRQ to begin this work in 
April, 20 23. Dr. Myaskovsky w ill serve as her primary mentor.

Margaret  Greenwood-Ericksen, MD, MSC: 
Assist ant  Professor, Emergency 
Med icine, Psychiat ry and Behavioral 
Sciences

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION

ht t ps:// hsc.unm.edu/ research/ centers-programs/ chek-d /

https://hsc.unm.edu/research/centers-programs/chek-d/


Miria Kano, PhD: Assist ant  Professor, 
Department  of  Internal Med icine, 
Div ision of  Ep idemiology, Biostat ist ics, 
and Prevent ive Med icine

Communit y Out reach

The purpose of  t he CHEK-D Stat ist ics Out reach Pro ject  is to  
educate New  Mexican high school st udent s about  st at ist ics, 

and int roduce t hem to potent ial careers in st at ist ics. The 
student s also learn about  co llege majors t hat  require 

st at ist ics classes. Our goal is to  mot ivate st udent s to  consider 
t aking  a stat ist ics class, and to learn crit ical t hinking  and 
analyt ical skil ls when read ing  research study f ind ings in 

scient if ic and popular p ress. Ms. Yuri Leyva f rom our CHEK-D 
team was doing  t his out reach in person before t he pandemic, 
and sw itched her p resentat ion to Zoom in response to COVID 
rest rict ions. Current ly, she makes t hese presentat ions using  

eit her approach in order to  reach midd le and high school 
st udent s all over New  Mexico.



Planned Event s for 20 23

On April 20 , 20 23, CHEK-D w ill co-host  Grand Rounds w ith the Department  of Internal 
Medicine and welcome Dr. Elisa Gordon. Dr. Gordon is a Professor, Director of Surg ical 
Outcomes Research, and Director of Transplant  Outcomes Research at  Vanderbilt  
Universit y Medical Center. Before joining Vanderbilt  in 20 23, she was at  Northwestern 
Universit y Feinberg School of Medicine for 14 years. Dr. Gordon is t rained in medical 
anthropology and clinical medical ethics, w ith over 160  peer-reviewed publicat ions. She 
also serves as the Chair of the American Society of Transplantat ion's Psychosocial and 
Ethics Community of Pract ice, and served as the Chair of the UNOS Ethics Commit tee, 
and the Associate Editor of the American Journal of Transplantat ion.

On June 15, 20 23, CHEK-D and the Nephrology Division of the Department  of Internal 
Medicine w ill host  Dr. Opeyemi Olabisi. Dr. Olabisi is an Assistant  Professor of Medicine at  
Duke Universit y School of Medicine, and a member of the Duke Molecular Physiology 
Inst itute. He obtained his MD and PhD degrees at  Yeshiva Universit y, A lbert  Einstein 
College of Medicine. He completed a residency in Internal Medicine, and a Fellowship in 
Nephrology at  Massachuset ts General Hospital. Dr. Olabisi uses pat ient -stem cell-derived 
podocytes and reprogrammed mammalian cell lines as tools for uncovering d isease 
mechanisms of APOL1 nephropathy. He has a passion for t ranslat ing basic research into 
prevent ion and innovat ive therapy for pat ients at  risk for or suffering from chronic kidney 
d isease.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE AND ADVANCE OUR RESEARCH MISSION

CHEK-D is commit ted  to develop ing  and support ing  

scient ist s and clinicians on research to reduce and 

eliminate d isparit ies in healt h p rocesses and 

outcomes for pat ient s w it h kidney d isease

Latest  Proposal Submission

CHEK-D partnered w ith Dr. Lilia Cervantes from the Universit y of Colorado, 
School of Medicine, on a U0 1 submission ent it led, NAVIGATE-Kidney: A  
Mult i-Level Navigator Intervent ion to Reduce Kidney Health Disparit ies, in 
response to NIDDK RFA DK-22-0 14:  Intervent ions that  Address St ructural 
Racism to Reduce Kidney Health Disparit ies.  NAVIGATE-Kidney is a mult i-level, 
community-engaged, language and culturally concordant  community health 
worker intervent ion for Lat inx w ith advanced CKD. Result s from this study w ill 
provide important  research evidence for solut ions to reduce kidney health 
d isparit ies and inform local, state, and federal health policy changes. The grant  
proposal is current ly under review  at  NIDDK.

https://www.unmfund.org/fund/chek-d/?_ga=2.78485908.1810985759.1634685280-1912141526.1602084370
https://www.unmfund.org/fund/chek-d/?_ga=2.78485908.1810985759.1634685280-1912141526.1602084370
https://www.unmfund.org/fund/chek-d/?_ga=2.78485908.1810985759.1634685280-1912141526.1602084370
https://www.unmfund.org/fund/chek-d/?_ga=2.78485908.1810985759.1634685280-1912141526.1602084370
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